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Somerset Archives & Local Studies Service 

  
 

   Closed Period 
 
 

22 January-2 February 2018 
 
Our annual Closed Period provides an opportunity to undertake larger projects that we would 
not have the time or space to tackle during our normal opening hours. All the projects help 
improve the services we offer. As well as continuing to answer enquiries and research 
requests here is a summary of some of the work we have undertaken during this year’s busy 
Closed Period. 
 

                       
 

 

Wyndham Collection (DD/WY) 
 

With over 400 boxes of estate records, manorial records and family papers, the Wyndham 
Collection is the largest private estate archive held at the Somerset Heritage Centre and is a 
foundation stone of West Country history. The Wyndham family settled near Williton in 1520 
and acquired major estates in Somerset, Devon and Wiltshire. The archive contains material 
from the 12th century onwards and includes papers about the development of Watchet. 

The collection has been allocated permanently to the county through the Acceptance in Lieu 
scheme. A significant proportion of the archive was unlisted but, thanks to a grant from the 
National Cataloguing Grants Programme, major cataloguing work on the archive has been 
completed. During the Closed Period the vast collection has been re-sorted and numbered. 
The new catalogue will soon be available via our website and a display about the collection 
will be up in the searchroom. 

 

Kenyon Exhibition 
 

 
To celebrate completing the project to digitise and catalogue 
Stanley Walter Kenyon’s photographic collection there will be 
an exhibition at the Museum of Somerset in Taunton opening 
on 17 February 2018. During the Closed Period we have 
created a short film for the exhibition, finalised the exhibition 
text and written an article for publication. Visit the Museum to 
discover more about this fascinating collection and how the 
collection has been saved for future generations.  
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Local Studies Library 
 

 

The Somerset Studies Library serves both customers and staff, and this year our focus has 
been on sorting and organising our staff library. Nearly 1,000 books have been classified, 
labelled and evaluated for conservation or archival storage. The entire collection has been 
re-ordered by subject and shelf markers printed, so staff can easily find the works they need 
to answer your enquiries and help with projects. 
 
We’ve also sorted, re-packaged and catalogued a new deposit of 45 boxes of parish 
magazines from North Somerset so they will be available to you in the searchroom (A\DBL). 
 

   

 
 

Digital Access 

    
Most of the records we hold are currently made or paper or parchment, but we are now 
receiving a growing number of digital records. We are looking at ways to ensure that the 
digital data saved on old and increasing obsolete formats (such as floppy disks) is still 
available in the future. During the past two weeks, work has continued on an extensive 
survey of all the digital records that have been deposited in both Somerset and Devon. We 
have also been developing and trialling a new digital preservation system that will help us to 
catalogue, preserve and give you access to existing and future deposits of digital records. 
 
Additional computers have also been set up in the searchroom to cater for the increased 
demand for digitised parish registers and other online family and local history resources. 
 

 

First World War Schools Project 
 

 

Every year Somerset primary school pupils have the chance to take part in a ‘Take One’ 
project, which uses an item from our collections to inspire learning. During the Closed Period 
we have prepared for a teacher training day to enable schools to use the Hinton House Red 
Cross Hospital autograph book to learn about the home front during the First World War. 
You can see the book on display in the Echoes of War exhibition at the Somerset Rural Life 
Museum. 
 

  
 
 


